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By Your Side — Family Support Pilot Project

Mrs. Wu took care of her son, Chun who has moderate intellectual disability, for 40 years. In the last 15
years, Chun received Day Care Service at Fu Hong Society. It was her idea that Chun attended our centre
to acquire new skills and meet new friends. Chun’s confidence and self-care ability was further strengthened
through participating in Extension Scout Activities.

Every day, Mrs. Wu accompanied Chun to our service centre. The 20 minutes journey on foot was her
sweetest memory of mother and son. Mrs. Wu is now 70 years old, and her own health condition means she
can no longer walk such a long distance. Fortunately, Chun is trained by our centre to take a bus on his own,
and this undoubtedly relieves her parental burden.

Mrs. Wu understands that she would eventually have to leave Chun someday. It is difficult for her to express
her anxiety and frustration about this inevitability. Chun has been waiting for a hostel place for 15 years. Mrs.
Wu hopes that he can be offered a placement soon. She also hopes that her other son, the younger brother
of Chun, will continue to care for Chun after she is no longer around.

Most parents of children with intellectual disabilities have the same feelings as Mrs. Wu. However, there are
insufficient social services for these families in Hong Kong. In response to these emerging societal needs,
Fu Hong Society launched a pilot project “By Your Side - Family Support Services” in October 2018. Through
case work and group activities, specially trained and experienced social workers provide much needed
emotional support and intervention to enhance family cohesion, service referrals, and a mutual support
programme to families of persons with intellectual disabilities.

This project also supports the “Special Needs Trust Scheme” to be launched by the Government. Under this
Scheme, social workers will provide public education and consultant services to interested parents.

Our SPECIAL THANKS must go to Ms. Zou Ying for her generous donation in support of our BY YOUR
SIDE-Family Support pilot project.
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