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amily Care Home is one of the Society’s signature
Fservices, and also one of the few in Hong Kong
providing small group home with intensive care for adults
with intellectual disabilities. The capacity of each Home is
limited to 12 adults who, by name, are family members
as in a “Family”. Carers are not usual staff but regarded
as “housemothers” or “elder brothers” . Our feature story
in this issue is Ah-Shing, a member with mild intellectual
disability, who has been living in Radiance Family over 10
years. In early days, he was worried about not being able
to get along with other family members. Today, he is a
“big brother” in Radiance
Home where, he ultimately
feels, being part of a long-
lost family!
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Mother’s last words:
you’re brother for life

Ah-Shing is the third youngest brother of Ming-gor, who
is 16 years younger. Three brothers grew up together, and he
remembered that he had to take care of Ah-Shing when he
was young. “My mom is the primary carer. | didn't take care
of him as good as today. | sometimes felt it is a hard task.”
Ah-Shing was lost once but found on the next day. “He's
very naughty when he was a kid. One day, he walked from
Wanchai all the way to Kennedy Town on his own because
we always went to worship the goddess in Kennedy Town.
Mom and | were scared to death. We looked for him along
the tram rail, and luckily he’s found.” Ming-gor candidly
admits that he takes care of Ah-Shing out of responsibility,
it is indeed, more than love. “Mom loves him very much
because she had him when she’s aged. She felt guilty for his
intellectual disability. So she made me promise her to take
good care of him in the last days of her life. Following the
will of my mother, |1've been taking care of Ah-Shing these
years.”
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From homeless to having a shelter

After his mother passed away, Ming-gor was living with
Ah-Shing together until 10 years ago, Ah-Shing was forced to
move out because of family issues. Ming-gor says he felt lost
at that time. “It came out suddenly. Luckily, the Social Welfare
Department referred Ah-Shing to apply for Radiance Family
and successfully secured a spot. " That was the first time they
learned about Family Care Homes for persons with intellectual
disabilities. “When there’s no choice left, | felt grateful there’s
a place for him to stay. | only wished he could have a shelter,
regardless of how crowded it was.” Ming-gor says the living
environment in Radiance Family is, beyond his imagination,
surprisingly good. “I've never expected his home is so nice
and tidy. He eats well three meals a day, and even lives better
than me. So I'm relieved to let him stay.” Next page =
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The second home in life

After moving in the Radiance Family, Ah-Shing's temper
has improved significantly because of this new home. Ming-
gor says, “when he first moved in, he’'d lose his temper
easily. Now he’s doing better. Perhaps it's because the
housemothers and elder brothers here treat him like a real
family member, he's forgotten all the unhappy memories,
and takes this as his real home.” Ah-Shing also expresses
that he has integrated into the life of Radiance Family already.
“| feel easy living here. I've got to know a lot of people. | like
Radiance Family so much.” Ming-gor hopes that Ah-Shing wil
continue living in Family Care Home as he feels emotionally
settled. “Radiance Family is very different from those large
scale hostels where dozen of people living together. The family
relationship here is very close, like a real brother or sister. | feel
relieved if he can continue living here. | hope Fu Hong Society
can establish more small group homes like this one, and help
more persons in need.”
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