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Director of International Programmes of
Best Buddies International attended Fu Hong

Society 40th Anniversary Symposium

Ms. Jennifer ALLEN, Director of International Programmes of
Best Buddies International, attended the FHS 40th Anniversary
Symposium ‘Getting Old and Included — Challenges to Civilized
Societies’ to give her support to the Society and accepted to be a
keynote speaker of a plenary session. She shared with participants
the influence of Best Buddies on persons with intellectual disabilities
and their work in promoting social inclusion around the world.
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Plenary Session of 40th Anniversary Symposium: ‘Best Buddies Hong
Kong’ Movement (BBHK)

One of the plenary sessions of the Symposium was ‘Best Buddies Hong Kong’ Movement. Apart from having
Ms. Jennifer ALLEN, Director of International Programmes of Best Buddies International, to be our keynote
speaker, our buddies were also invited to come up on stage to perform and share their feelings.

In the beginning of the plenary session, Mrs. Cecilia WONG LAM, M.H., Chairperson of the Management
Council of BBHK, shared BBHK’s contribution to promotion of social inclusion in Hong Kong community in
the past 13 years; and invited a winner (service user of Yi Lok Adult Training Centre) of the 2nd ‘Inclusive
Storytelling Competition’ to perform on stage. After that, Ms. Jasmine LAM and her buddy Mr. Samson
LEUNG were invited to sing the song ‘My Pride’ on stage; and Chun On and Chi Ho, community buddies,
were invited to share their feelings about participating in BBHK. The plenary session was then concluded by
the Q&A session facilitated by Mr. POK Fook-sun, our Service Director. We hope, through the sharing and
performance of buddies, the participants can better understand the development of BBHK as well as the
talent of our buddies.
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Annual Gala of ‘Best Buddies Hong Kong’ Movement 2017

Over 350 participants attended the captioned Annual Gala held on 8 July 2017 at Lingnan University. In
addition to acknowledging buddies’ active participation over the past one year, a graduation ceremony was
conducted to recognise the achievements of the 10 graduates of this year’'s BBHK Ambassador Training.
After the ceremony, a party was held and our buddies showcased their talent by different means, including
singing, dance, drama, etc. The lists of awardees and graduates are as follows.
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Establishment of a New

Chapter

In May 2017, Mary Rose School and
Diocesan Girls’ School jointly established
the 22nd chapter of ‘Best Buddies Hong
Kong’ and held the Inauguration Ceremony
at the Diocesan Girls’ School. Headmasters, teachers, social workers, parents and
students of both schools attended the Ceremony. Longing to see their development of
one-to-one friendships!
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‘Best Buddies Hong Kong’
Leadership Camp 2017

Under the caring atmosphere with lots of laughter
and sweats, the captioned leadership camp
2017 was completed smoothly. There were 36
buddies participating in the camp, including buddy
ambassadors, family buddies, student buddies
and alumni. They all felt that the camp was very
unforgettable. It was unexpected that buddies
aged from 13 to over 50 could get along well with
one another. With mutual care and support, they
successfully completed various tasks with joint
efforts, through which the spirit of ‘Best Buddies’
was fully manifested.
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The 2nd ‘Inclusive Storytelling Competition’

The 2nd ‘Inclusive Storytelling Competition’ was held this year, with continued support
from community members and parents. One of the parents expressed her appreciation
for this competition, which provided her and her daughter with an opportunity to
experience social inclusion. We sincerely thank all participants for their active
engagement, and hope more and more community members would join us to promote
spirit of inclusion. List of winners of the captioned competition is shown below.
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Best Buddies International Leadership Conference 2017

Four representatives from ‘Best Buddies Hong Kong’ Movement (BBHK) participated in the 28th Best
Buddies International Leadership Conference held in the United States. They were Ms. Margaret PANG,
Service Manager of BBHK; Ms. WONG Man-ka, buddy representative from secondary school chapters; Ms.
Fion TANG, buddy representative from university chapters; and Ms. Maggie WONG, BBHK Ambassador.
Through attending the conference, they were able to exchange their views with buddies from all over the
world as well as colleagues from the headquarters of Best Buddies. This could help facilitate the further
development of Best Buddies.

During the conference, our BBHK Ambassador, Maggie,
shared with participants her unwillingness to interact
with people in the past due to workplace bullying.
It was not until meeting her buddy that she started
opening her heart gradually. Maggie encouraged other
ambassadors to be brave to move one step forward
and express themselves. Participants all over the world
were touched by Maggie’ s sharing and gave her
warm hugs.
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Between February and July 2017, our chapters organised various inclusive activities through which buddies
could meet regularly and develop one-to-one friendship..
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Buddies from Tung Wah
College and FHS Cheung
Sha Wan Adult Training
Center produced atrendy
drink, butterfly pea flower tea,
together!
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Man-yi (second row), Chun-on(the leftmost, first
row), Chi-ho and Mei-kei practiced Best Buddies
Dance and enjoyed eating chocolate afterwards.
They had successfully performed at the Annual
Gala this year!
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Buddies from Lingnan University and
FHS Father Tapella Home visited an
Elderly Home together.
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Buddies from Chiaphua Industries
Limited and FHS Lok Wah Adult
Training Center had a joyful meal
together.
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Buddies from Po Kok Secondary §
School and FHS Shun Lee Adult

Training Center held an activity at
school to promote social inclusion.
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Buddies from NLSI Lui Kwok Pat
Fong College and FHS Splendor
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Buddies from Hong Kong Chamber

of Insurance Intermediaries and

Familyjointly performed by playing
musical instruments.
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BBHK has produced a new
promotion video. You are
welcomed to watch it on the
Society’s website.

BMEODRETHNEEMRF > MR- T-HERNKRS - BULABUTRAUMES
fi :http://www.fuhong.org/FileUpload/Home/bbhk_booklet.pdf » 5% 83k FIZZ EXENRIAR o
BBHK has also produced a new booklet which includes the stories of 22 pairs of
buddies. Please feel free to read the e-book via: http://www.fuhong.org/FileUpload/ %E
Home/bbhk_booklet.pdf, or contact us to collect a printed copy. N unn ]

had a stroll in a shopping mall,
and enjoyed dim sum in Chinese
restauranttogether!
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If you or your organisation would like to participate in FHS ‘Best Buddies Hong Kong' - Jockey Club
Social Inclusion Project, please contact Ms. Fiona CHAN, Social Worker, at 2360 2392 or email us at
6 bbhk@fuhong.org.
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