Epidemic prevention album
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On 19 February 2022, Lai Yiu Home found its first resident
with symptoms, who was diagnosed with COVID-19
at the hospital on the day after. Due to shortage of quarantine
spaces and hospital beds, the resident could not be admitted
into quarantine facilities, and so the hostel became an on-site
quarantine and community facility. Finally on 26 February 2022,
all 46 residents at the hostel were infected. Among them, 15 had
been to the hospital and 9 remained in the hospital from 1 to 3
days. They had to retumn to the hostel while their test results were
stil positive, which was why most residents quarantined, tested
and even received treatment within the hostel. The following is my
attempt to analyse the advantages and disadvantages of on-site
quarantine from various perspectives such as the infrastructure,
staff, residents and management of the hostel:

Infrastructure

Even though our hostels have already underwent various
ventilation improvements before the fifth outbreak, their
infrastructure is ultimately not designed against highly infectious
diseases. That is why when positive cases are discovered,
patients ought to be quarantined immediately to prevent a large-
scale spread of the pandemic. However, in view of the compact
living environment in Hong Kong, it was not an easy feat for the
hostel to quarantine appropriately. Hence, once a memiber is il
so would the rest of the hostel. This claim can be testified by the
above figures.

So the first thing that should be done is to evacuate residents
that are not yet infected as soon as possible. That is the only way
that will minimise infection or even death.

Software

Apart from ventilation, our staff s awareness on the anti-viral
hygiene measures is another key element. Even though our staff
has received regular training on virus prevention, most of them
have never been professionally trained. If there are unintentional
loopholes during their care, our virus prevention measures will be
compromised.

From the perspective of residents

From the perspective of residents, most of them do not
folow pandemic prevention measures such as wearing a mask
and not approaching areas marked for the infected. Adopting
on-site quarantine at the hostel where the infected were present
will expose our resident to a higher risk, but this was a last resort.
Meanwhile, residents were taken care of by familiar faces in
an environment that they were used to. Better care is the only
advantage of quarantining in a hospital or quarantine facilty.
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