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A Study Tour to Taiwan — Understanding the Services Provided to
Persons with Intellectual Disabilities of Ageing

The issue regarding the ageing of persons with intellectual disabilities has become a
fopic that concerns by both the community and our Society. In view of the issue, our
Society organized a study tour to Taiwan on 15-20 May this year with the aim to
understand the strategies and arrangements that Taiwan has adopted to deal with the
ageing problem. It is hoped that our staff would be able to put in use what they have
experienced and learnt from the study tour, which consists of 16 staff members and 3
parents.

During the study tour, the members mainly visited organizations that provide services to
persons with intellectual disabilities of ageing. Such services include day training,
residential service, community and family support, and life and death education. These
organizations emphasize the concept of putting “men before service”. They place
service users as their first priority and tailor-make the services according to the service
users' personal characteristics, life experiences and environment. They also place
value on the service concept - “support” since they believe every single person has his
own strengths and that it is crucial to offer support fo each individual. Through the visits,
our study tour members were also given a chance to feel for themselves how the
families of the persons with disabilities may be materially insufficient but spiritually rich.

In Taiwan, persons with intellectual disabilities and their families face similar problems
brought along by ageing: health, financial and care issues. The local organizations
would help them prepare thoroughly for ageing. As for our Society, we are also working
on helping service users understand how fo face the process of ageing and how to
prepare well for their life as an elderly.
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