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Xy Breaking Boundaries by Perseverance - TONG Chi-leung

Service User of Si Lok Adult Training Centre

Communication builds a bridge between people.
Technological advancement brings along all kinds of
modern communication methods and simplifies the
fransmission of messages. TONG Chi-leung has been a
service user of Si Lok Adult Training Cenfre since 1998.
When he was first admitted to the centre, he lacked the
ability to communicate and express himself. Throughout
these years, he has learnt how to use email function
and even how fo communicate with his family through
Facebook. Chi-leung himself is a fine example showing
that with perseverance, persons with disabilities can
also break their own boundaries.

Temporary deoxygenation during birth is the reason to Chi-leung’s moderate intellectual disability, spasm and
physical disabilities. His parents had brought him to different doctors but unfortunately none of the freatments
he received were effective. With the motor functions of his limbs failing day by day, he had no choice but to
cease all freatments. Starting from the age of four, Chi-leung had studied in a special school. At the age of
17, he was sent back to the Mainland by his parents to be put under the care of his relatives. He was quite
fond of the countryside life in rural villages of Mainland China. After spending some time in the welfare hostel
there, Chi-leung’s parents finally arranged for him to come back to Hong Kong in 1996 and they enrolled him
to a private hostel.

Joining the Fu Hong Family

Chi-leung was eventually admitted to Si Lok Adult Training Centre in March 1998. It was from then onwards
that he began to settle down. At the beginning, communication issues arose because Chi-leung lacked
language skills and could only make syllabic sounds. The staff thus made Chi-leung a “communication
notebook™” and faught him how fo use if. The “nofebook” enhanced his abilities to communicate and helped
him adapt fo the life in the Centre.

Noticing the increasing popularity of computer technology, Chi-leung told the staff that he would like to
learn how to use a computer. Chi-leung first started with Chinese input. However, the learning of “radicals”
of the Cangjie input method posed a huge obstacle in front of him and it was due fo his poorly co-ordinated
hands, which cost him great strength and plenty of fime to find and press on the accurate button of the
keyboard. Nevertheless, he did not give up. Instead, he kept trying and practicing every day. The joy he
experienced when he finally managed to type “Dad, Mum” was simply beyond description.

Self-challenge

After mastering the Cangjie input method, Chi-leung moved on to
learning other computer skills and techniques through joining different
activity groups in the hostel. More than 10 years of learning has now
enabled Chi-leung to use computer and operate different programs
completely on his own. He has no problem sending and receiving
emails and he knows how to utilize social platforms such as Facebook
to communicate with the staff, his family and friends. He also watches
TV dramas on the infernet and search for computer-related information.
Whenever the Centre organizes large events, he would also offer his
help in designing and producing short video clips and PowerPoint slides
for the events.

Chi-leung fully exhibits the potential of persons with disabilities through application of computer skills. The
staff are all delighted to have witnessed his growth and improvement throughout the years. In the future,
they will help Chi-leung, who already excels in computer usage, in taking his skills and techniques to the next
level.




