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The Rose in Snow - Chan Yim Wan
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Fu Hong Society Sheung Li Uk Adult Training Centre / Lai Yiu Adult Training Centre (Hostel)
Case Sharing - Service User: Ms Chan Yim Wan
Guardian: Ms Chan Yim Fong (sister) and Mr Mak Yiu Po (brother-in-law)
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Afteryears of searching, Yim Fong finally found her rose in snow —
her dear sister Yim Wan, some ten years ago. Since then, she and
her husband took up the role of Yim Wan's parents and loved her
unconditionally.

The service user Chan Yim Wan is a person with severe
intellectual disability and has been receiving the Society’s
service for 30 years. Years ago, Yim Wan was born pre-mature.
After the death of her mother, her father could not bring up
the seven children alone, so he reluctantly sent Yim Wan to
the Social Welfare Department. Over the years, all siblings had
been missing Yim Wan, and Yim Fong was no exception. Yim
Fong never forgot probing for her sister's whereabouts even
when she was taking courses on social work and interning ata
rehabilitation institution. Later in a family gathering overseas,
her brother mentioned that there were welfare organizations
which would make home-visits. With her husband’s support,
Yim Fong sought help from a friend working in the Social Welfare
Department, and she eventually found her sister. Later, Yim Fong, her husband, family

members and friends met Yim Wan at the Society’s Lai Yiu Adult Training Centre for the first time.

As Yim Wan is severely intellectually disabled, she can only communicate with others by producing simple
sounds. She has been receiving the Society’s service since 1980. In the early days, she often ignored others, threw
a tantrum easily, and was not interested in training and other activities. After their family reunion, Yim Wan’s
sister and her brother-in-law became her main carers. A few years ago, the centre helped to strengthen Yim
Wan’s masticating ability and increase her upper limbs and joints movement via occupational therapy. Later on,
the centre arranged sensory therapy training for Yim Wan, aiming to stabilize her emotions. As for daily training,
Yim Wan took part in dancing, visual arts and music classes, as well as community-based group training to learn
social etiquette and to earn more experiences. In recent years, the Centre has made use of Intensive Interaction
Training to help Yim Wan. She finally has learnt how to express herself and make requests by raising her
hands, and to take turn in joining activities. Her unwelcoming deeds and actions which hinder communications
gradually decrease. More importantly, she smiles more often now.

Besides, the couple also cooperate with the Centre. They have been working very hard to train Yim Wan in
identifying places, various public transports and routes. They really put in tremendous efforts, like going out
with Yim Wan when typhoon signal number eight was being hoisted, in order to help Yim Wan overcome her
fear of wind. Now, Yim Fong insists on bringing Yim Wan back home every weekend for vacation so that Yim
Wan can enjoy family life. In fact, Yim Fong is happy to see that her sister’s health and cognitive ability has
improved.

To let Yim Wan feel the warmth and love, the couple is spending as much time as possible with Yim Wan. Just
as Mr Mak put it, “as long as Yim Wan is happy, our family will be happy as well”. On the other hand, Yim Wan
is already over 50. The fact that she does not lose anything she learned is good enough. Their only wish is
that their sister could receive training in a safe environment. “Fu Hong Society is really the second home for
my sister. We hope that she can get improved and take the initiative to get in touch with things around her.”
The couple said. Being moved by Fu Hong Society’s services, the couple gave a speech on the Society’s 35th
anniversary activity. They said that they would visit Shenzhen together with Yim Wan after their retirement
and share with people there the Society’s spirit to serve, hoping to touch the hearts of mainland parents
while spreading love to them.
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